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“Notre Dame and the Civil War:
Marching Onward to Victory”
Jim Schmidt

Even the casual Civil War enthusiast can probably name one or more colleges or universities that
played a part in the Civil War. West Point, the cadets at VMI, the 20th Massachusetts Infantry (the
“Harvard regiment”) or Company A of the 11th Mississippi Infantry (the “University Greys”), for
example. Few institutions of higher education made the range of sacrifices as the University of Notre
Dame during the Civil War. Notre Dame gave freely of its students as soldiers (North and South),
sent its priests to the camps and battlefields as chaplains, and its Holy Cross sisters to the hospitals
as nurses. Some of the boys, men, and women made the ultimate sacrifice and never returned.
Though far from the battlefields, the war was ever-present on campus, as Notre Dame witnessed
fisticuffs among the student body, provided a home to General William T. Sherman’s children,
responded to political harassment, and tried to keep at least some of its community out of the fray.
After the war a proud Notre Dame welcomed back several bona fide war heroes (including generals
and a Medal of Honor recipient) and became home to a unique veteran’s organization.
Jim Schmidt is a bio-analytical chemist with a life-long interest in military history, contributing articles
for North & South, The Artilleryman, and Learning Through History magazines. His column, "Medical
Department" appears regularly in The Civil War News. His books include Lincoln's Labels: America's
Best Known Brands and the Civil War (2008), Years of Change and Suffering: Modern Perspectives
on Civil War Medicine (2009), and Notre Dame in the Civil War: Marching Onward to Victory (2010).
His fourth book, Galveston and the Civil War: Voices of an Island in the Crossfire, is scheduled to be
published in 2012.
Learn more at Jim’s blog at: http://notredamecivilwar.blogspot.com Signed copies of Notre Dame and
the Civil War: Marching Onward to Victory will be available at the meeting for $20.

MEETING DATE: OCTOBER 26, 2011
TWO HEARTS ON LINDBERGH BLVD NEAR GRAVOIS
Doors open at 5:30 pm; Meal served at 6:30; Presentation at 7:30
Make reservations by OCTOBER 19 and let us know if you are eating
Please reserve via our Web Site at http://civilwarstlouis.org/main/
or Call Gary Scheel at 314-623-2062
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Bushwhacker deadline: Three weeks prior to each meeting. Please submit items of
interest to Walt Bittle waltb50@charter.net or John Harris ce342@swbell.net.

Upcoming Speakers








December 7, 2011 – “The War and the Churches” by Saint Louis CWRT member Wynn Ward
January 25, 2012 – “From Battlefields Rising” by Randy Fuller, Ph.D., Associate Professor of
English, Drury University, author of From Battlefields Rising: How the Civil War Transformed
American Literature
February 20, 2012 – “Bushwhacking in Northeast Missouri” by Saint Louis CWRT member Robert
G. Schultz, editor of General Sterling Price and the Confederacy by Thomas C. Reynolds, Army
Life: From a Soldier’s Journal, Sketches and Record of a Union Soldier’s Army Life, in Camp and
Field, 1861-1864 by A.O. Marshall, and Political Cartoons of the American Civil War
March. 29, 2012 – “TBD” by UNC at Chapel Hill’s Stephenson Distinguished Professor, Joseph T.
Glatthar, Ph.D., author of General Lee’s Army
April. 25, 2012 – “Civil War Fractional Currency” by Robert Kravitz
May. 23, 2012 – “Major General Lew Wallace” by Monocacy National Battlefield volunteer Gail
Stephens, author of Shadow of Shiloh, Major General Lew Wallace in the Civil War

A Note From Our President
Please welcome the Board of Directors for the 2011-2012 Campaign:
President – Mike Scully
Vice President – Bill Jackson
Secretary – Murnai Winter
Asst. Secretary – Ed Rataj
Treasurer – Curt Wittbracht
Asst. Treasurer – Harold Knudsen
Board Member – Bob Buxton
Board Member – Larry Lapinski

Board Member – Gary Scheel
Board Member – Bob Katsev
Board Member – John Mullen
Board Member – Barry Rinderknecht
Board Member – Greg Wolk
Board Member – Phil Baker
Board Member – Harold Knudsen
Bushwhacker Editor – Walt Bittle
Assistant Editor – John Harris

Off The Shelf
Collections of a Civil War Trivia Junkie
by John A. Nischwitz – 2011
We all know that John Nischwitz is full of it – trivia, that is. So, if you haven’t gotten enough of John’s
work from our meetings, you may want to check out his new book. If you regularly attend our
meetings, you’ll recognize a great deal of the information packed into fourteen chapters illustrated
with photos from the Library of Congress. There are numerous lists of somewhat esoteric information
like alternate battle names, Civil War firsts, prisoner of war camps, etc.
Collections of a Civil War Trivia Junkie is available at monographpublishing.com and at Amazon.com
and at the monthly meetings of the Round Table.
Submitted by Walt Bittle
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Events of Interest
Late 2011 – date still uncertain due to construction delays
Opening of the Missouri Civil War Museum.
For information: http://mcwm.org.

October 21 - 23, 2011
The Gathering, Battle of Fredericktown Commemoration
For more information: www.mocivilwar150.com. Descendants of soldiers who fought in the battle
should contact Carole Magnus for more information at 573-576-8528 or magnus@fhphistory.org.

October 25, 2011, 6:00 pm
The Civil War and the Home Front in St. Louis Court Records
Presentation at the Missouri History Museum in the AT&T Foundation Multipurpose Room. Free.
For information: www.mohistory.org.

November 6, 2011, 2:00 pm
Putting the Atlantic Slave System in Broader Perspective
Presentation by David Brion Davis, Pulitzer Prize-winning author and foremost authority on slavery
and abolition, examines the significance of New World slavery, the true origins of the antislavery
movement, and the irreconcilable conflict between human benevolence and economic growth
at the Missouri History Museum in the AT&T Foundation Multipurpose Room. Free.
For information: www.mohistory.org.

November 8, 2011, 6:00 pm
Researching Your Civil War Ancestors
Presentation by Archivist Dennis Northcott at the Missouri History Museum in the AT&T Foundation
Multipurpose Room. Free. For information: www.mohistory.org.

November 11, 2011 – November 13, 2011
The Civil War in Missouri – Opening Weekend
Historical authors’ presentations and book signings at the Missouri History Museum in the AT&T
Foundation Multipurpose Room. Free. For information: www.mohistory.org.
Friday, November 11
 11:30 am – “Missouri’s War: The Civil War in Documents” by Silvana R. Siddali
 3:00 pm – “Civil War St. Louis” by Louis Gerteis
Saturday, November 12
 11:00 am – “Gateway to the West: The History of Jefferson Barracks from 1826 – 1894” by
Mark Kolbaum
 2:30 pm – “The Great Heart of the Republic: St. Louis and the Cultural Civil War” by Adam
Arenson (no book signing)
Sunday, November 13
 11:00 am - “The Great Heart of the Republic: St. Louis and the Cultural Civil War” by Adam
Arenson
 12:30 pm – “On Slavery’s Border: Missouri’s Small Slaveholding Households, 1851-1865”
by Diane Mutti Burke
 3:00 pm – “Gender Matters: Civil War, Reconstruction, and the Making of the New South”,
by LeeAnn Whites
 3:30 pm – “Captain Joseph Boyce and the 1st Missouri Infantry, CSA” by William C. Winter
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November 12, 2011
Civil War St. Louis Tour
Visit the opening of “The Civil War in Missouri” exhibit at the Missouri History Museum, the Mercantile
Library, Alton Cemetery, and the Elijah Lovejoy Monument. Tour leaders: William Winters and Pam
Sanfilippo. Lunch included. For pricing, reservations, and more information, call 314-361-9017 or
visit www.mohistory.org.

November 12, 2011 – March 16, 2013
The Civil War in Missouri
Comprehensive exhibit exploring the complexities of the Civil War in Missouri at the Missouri History
Museum. For information: www.mohistory.org.

November 15, 2011, Noon – 1:00 pm
Indian Warriors: The Untold Story of the Civil War
Mike Schroeppel invites any “old timers” to join him in viewing this film at the Missouri History
Museum in the AT&T Foundation Multipurpose Room. Free. For information: www.mohistory.org.

December 11, 2011, 1:00 pm
A Respite from the Bloodshed
Demonstration of period dances and music by Dance Discovery and the Tu Penny Players at The
Missouri History Museum in the AT&T Foundation Multipurpose Room. Free.
For information: www.mohistory.org.

June 7 - 10, 2012
Civil War Trust Annual Conference
Richmond, Virginia. For information: www.civilwar.org/aboutus/events/.

150 Years Ago – October 1861
Oct 3
Oct 8
Oct 15
Oct 21
Oct 25
Oct 31

George E. Leighton assigned as Provost Marshal of St. Louis.
First steamer burned in St. Louis that is attributed, by Union authorities, to sabotage.
Battle of Big River Bridge, Blackwell Station, MO
Battle of Fredericktown, MO
Battle of Springfield (Zagonyi’s Charge), MO
Missouri secedes from the Union

Off The Road
Smallin Civil War Cave, Ozark, Missouri
Most of the stories I’ve heard about Missouri Caves and the Civil War are about bushwhackers using
them as hideouts. Six miles south of Springfield, Missouri, my daughter Erin and I toured the Smallin
Civil War Cave, which has the second largest cave entrance in the state. When this cave was first
“discovered” by renowned explorer Henry Schoolcraft in 1818, he was greeted by members of the
local Osage Tribe. The cave, home to bats, blind cave salamanders, and blind bristly cave crayfish,
was used by the Union army as a secret cache for supplies, according to legend. The standard onehour tour is an easy ½-mile walk on paved walkways with a well-informed guide. Or on Friday and
Saturday evenings, sign up for the Civil War dinner tour and enjoy a dinner of beans, cornbread, and
fried potatoes in a Civil War “camp” and hear about local Civil War history before touring the cave.
For more information visit www.smallincave.com.
Submitted by John Harris
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Off The Shelf
1861 – The Civil War Awakening by Adam Goodheart, 2011
The sub-title of this book refers to changes in public understanding brought about by the American
Civil War. In late 1860 and early 1861, Americans exhibited a range of beliefs based not only on
geography but also on fears, religion, character traits, and life experiences. In 1861, very few saw the
black man as an equal to the white. Many considered slavery, of itself, to be unfortunate, but it did
not necessarily follow that abolition was seen as an acceptable answer, given that it would violate
slave-owner rights. Importing slaves to Washington was made illegal in 1807, but slave-owning
members of the Congress routinely brought their slaves with them where they might even be bought
or sold, as circumstances dictated. Even after the onset of war, Washington required Union
commanders to return runaways to their Southern owners! General Butler, a lawyer, refused to do
so, as did other commanders when runaway trickles became rivers. Meanwhile, foreigners were
astounded by what was going on in liberty-based America. In 1861, misconceptions began to give
way to focus regarding the Union, slavery, and the ability of Lincoln to lead and inspire. Meanwhile,
freed slaves labored for the Army on their way to later being allowed to demonstrate their value on
the battlefield.
Goodheart’s sources include a set of letters from 1861, not previously reopened. From these he was
able to divine the nature of public attitudes at that time. He also covers many subjects, such as the
Wide Awakes movement and the Camp Jackson tragedy in captivating detail, as two examples. A
worthy read for cultural historians.
Submitted by Phil Baker

Off The Wall
Missouri – USA or CSA?
The answer, of course, is yes.
At the Planter’s House meeting, General Nathaniel Lyon made it clear that before he would "concede
to the State of Missouri for one single instant the right to dictate to my government in any matter, I
would see you . . . and every man, woman, and child in the State, dead, and buried." Lyon then
rasped out, "This means war. In an hour, one of my officers will call for you and conduct you
[referring to Governor Jackson, General Price, and Governor's aid Thomas Snead] out of my lines"
thus declaring war on a pro-Union State, forcing it to take emergency measures.
Missouri did secede after the battles of Wilson’s Creek and Lexington. The actual Senate journals
reveal that a legal quorum was present. The House records are not known to exist, but a State
Guard journal reports that the House vote was delayed so that a quorum could be reached. The
“Ordinance of Secession” was signed by Governor Jackson on October 31, 1861, and was submitted
to and accepted by the Confederate States of America, thus making Missouri the 12 th star on the
Confederate Flag.
The Federal government simply "declared vacant all state offices, swept the General Assembly out of
existence . . . and later vacated the Missouri Supreme Court and then even circuit clerks". The Union
government thus created did not even have with them the Great Seal of the State of Missouri which
was in the hands of the elected officials of the State.
Submitted by John Harris
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Off The Tour Bus
Manassas in May - 2011 Annual Conference of the Civil War Trust
The 2011 Conference of the Civil War Trust was held near the first major battle of the American Civil
War. The opening night wine tasting was cancelled. “Plan B” was thus followed: several hours in the
hotel’s bar/restaurant – with friends from previous tours and conferences.
The first day started with a series of four one-hour history talks. Three focused on battles nearby, with
the fourth looking at battlefield preservation efforts. The opening lunch was followed by a talk given by
John Hennessy, chief historian at Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park. Hennessy
was then part of a Q & A panel composed of Ed Bearss, the preeminent battlefield guide, and Richard
Sommers, US Army Military History Institute.
The first touring day was spent with Ed Bearss on a “hiking tour” of the Second Manassas battlefield.
The hike began where the opening clash occurred, and proceeded along the unfinished railroad
grade marking Stonewall Jackson’s defensive position where Jackson’s line remained unbroken,
despite repeated assaults by Federal forces. The second major focus was the area of James
Longstreet’s punishing assault, which led to the US force’s retreat back to Washington, D.C. It was in
here that I heard Mr. Bearss say something about time restraints forcing a bus ride. By this time it
was late afternoon, and being out of shape, overweight, and old had taken its toll – despite the
pleasant weather and generally level terrain. Almost immediately, the plan was countermanded and
the hike resumed with a companion muttering something about the “Bataan Death March”. We soon
came upon a group alighting from a bus for a “limited hiking” jaunt. This caused chiding from Mr.
Bearss: “We walked 10 miles – how far did you walk?” The next group was greeted by Mr. Bearss’
statement that we had gone 12 miles (we were told at the start of the hike that we would do 8 – 9
miles). The hike ended at the Visitors’ Center, where I ran into former Round Table member Greg
Wolf, who has been at Manassas for about five years after his five years with the National Park
Service in St. Louis.
A “Photo Extravaganza” that evening was hosted by Garry Adelman, the Trust’s Director of History
and Education. It was a very entertaining display of 1860’s photographs of the Manassas area,
presented while Garry sometimes juggled apples.
The second day of touring was with Garry Adelman for his “Images of Manassas: Then and Now”
tour. The most meaningful stop was at the isolated spot at Catharpin Run where the 2nd Rhode Island
led by Major Sullivan Ballou splashed across the creek to battle. Ballou was memorialized by Ken
Burns for his letter to his wife on the eve of the battle. Several days later, he was mortally wounded.
The conference ended on a Sunday, with a final history talk in the morning – followed by the closing
breakfast and Q & A session with the Trust’s President. The session was upbeat, no doubt due to the
Trust’s recent efforts to beat back WalMart at the Wilderness battlefield and Casino advocates at
Gettysburg.
My trip was made more enjoyable by a second (this time successful) effort to taste some Virginia
wines. By happy circumstances, a wine bar was convenient to my departure gate at Washington’s
Dulles Airport. A fellow participant of the Adelman tour found me there.
Submitted by Michael Schroeppel
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Editorial Cartoon of the Month
October, 1861

Our New Major-General
“Our faithful old Ally of the North, General Jack Frost, shall come and clear away the Malaria
of the South, and we shall march Southward from this place, and there shall be no footsteps
backward until this Rebellion is crushed out of this Union.”
Speech of Major-General Butler
Harpers, October 5, 1861
It was commonly believed that Northern troops would not be able to withstand the hot summer climate of the
south. Malaria, yellow fever, and other similar sub-tropical diseases occurred routinely during the summer
months but waned as cooler temperatures arrived in the fall. There was considerable disease contracted by the
troops as they moved south, but since the troops had quinine, malaria was not a real problem. However, as we
all know, General Butler was wildly optimistic in his prediction.
Member Bob Schultz has created Political Cartoons of the American Civil War, a 52-page book of
contemporary cartoons from many sources, accompanied by a Powerpoint® disc suitable for presentations to
organizations or in school settings to supplement conventional study materials on the Civil War. Available to
members for $10 each (see Bob Schultz at the next meeting) or for $14.95 postage paid. Contact
waltb50@charter.net for further details.

Page 7

St. Louis Civil War Round Table
September 2011 Trivia
1. What was a ransom bond?
When a Confederate commerce raider captured a Northern merchantman, the Confederates negotiated with
the captain to sign a bond based on the value of the ship and cargo – payable six months after cessation of
hostilities. Then the ship was released. No bonds were ever paid.
2. What was the claim to fame of US Private Patrick Maloney of the Iron Brigade?
He captured Confederate Brigadier General James Jay Archer at Gettysburg, the first of Lee’s generals to be
captured.
3.

Civil War soldiers often wrote home about playing chess and draughts. What is another name
for draughts, a very popular game today?
Checkers

4. Who was the Union general who was the Superintendent of Louisiana State Seminary and
Military Academy at Alexandria from its opening on January 2, 1860, until he resigned on
January 18, 1861?
William Tecumseh Sherman. The institution became LSU, later moving to Baton Rouge. After the war,
Sherman donated two cannons to the institution that were used during the 1861 bombardment of Fort Sumter.
They are today on display in front of the Military Science Building.
5. What did General Sherman do to earn the reputation of being “crazy”?
While filling quotas in Kentucky was difficult because of the split in loyalties of the populace, Sherman told
Secretary of War Cameron that if he had 60,000 men, he could drive the Rebels out of Kentucky, and if he had
200,000, he could end the war in that region. When Cameron went back to Washington, he told a reporter of
Sherman’s comment. It was reported that Sherman must be “crazy” for asking for a force of that size. In
reality, he very much underestimated the troop requirements.
6. What was the function of the “thimble” that was part of a McClellan saddle?
It supported the muzzle of the rider’s carbine.
7. What southern city is located at the confluence of the Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers?
Montgomery, Alabama – the first capital of the Confederacy.
8. What was a “Cumberland Pontoon”?
A folding pontoon for bridging developed under the tutelage of Gen. George Thomas, hence the reference to
the Army of the Cumberland.
9. What was the only slave-holding state North of the Mason-Dixon Line?
Missouri. The line ran across the middle of Missouri. Technically, the panhandle of Virginia (now West
Virginia) was above the line – and Delaware was east of the line, but below the 40th Parallel. Delaware did not
abolish slavery until December 6, 1865, with the adoption of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution.
10. When was the Mason-Dixon Line surveyed?
Between 1763 and 1767 by astronomer Charles Mason and surveyor Jeremiah Dixon to resolve property
disputes between the British Colonies of Maryland (the Calvert Family) and Pennsylvania (the Penn Family)
along the 40th Parallel.

Copyright 2011 © John A. Nischwitz
Page 8

